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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Canceled) A method in a communication system for providing an access by a 
comm^unication device to a first communication network through a socond 
communication n e twork, th e communication d e vic e having a first id e ntification and 
supporting a cellular core network signaling protocol of tho first communication network, 
th e method comprising: 

assigning a second identification to tho communication device; 

enabling the communication device through the second communication n e twork 
to access an alternative network controller; 

establishing communication between the communication device and the first 
communication network through the alternative network controller; and 

associating the first identification of th e communication d e vic e with th e s e cond 
identification of the communication device. 



2. (Canceled) The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising: 

providing services directed to the first identification of th e communication d e vic e 
to the second identification of the communication device. 



3. (Canceled) The method of claim 1, wherein assigning a socond identification to the 

communication d e vic e includ e s: 

assigning the second identification in response to a request fi'om tho 
communication d e vic e to acc e ss th e s e cond communication n e twork, and 

authorizing the communication device to access the second communication 
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4. (Canceled) The method of claim 3, further comprising: 

receiving identification information of the second communication network by the 
alternative network controller; and 

associating the identification information of the second communication network 
with the first identification of th e communication d e vic e . 

5. (Canceled) Th e m e thod of claim A, wh e r e in th e id e ntification information of th e s e cond 
communication network includes at least one of: 

a uniqu e id e ntifi e r sp e cific to th e s e cond communication n e twork, 

location information of the second communication network, 

a medium access control identification of the second communication n e twork, 

a service set identifier of the second communication network, and 

an Internet Protocol address of the second communication network. 

6. (Canceled) The method of claim 1, wh e r e in e stablishing communication b e tw ee n th e 
communication device and the first communication network through the altemative 
n e twork controll e r compris e s: 

converting a protocol of the second communication network into the cellular core 
n e twork signaling protocol of the first communication network; and 

converting the cellular core network signaling protocol of the first communication 
n e twork into th e protocol of th e s e cond communication n e twork. 

7. (Canceled) Th e m e thod of claim 1, wh e r e in e stablishing communication b e tw ee n th e 
communication device and the first communication network through the altemative 
n e twork controll e r includ e s s e tting up and controlling a tunn e l b e tw ee n th e 
communication device and the altemative network controller . 
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8. (Canceled) The method of claim 1, wherein the second communication network ii 

an unlicensed communication n e twork, 

a local area network, 

a wireless local area network 

a wideband network, 

an infrar e d n e twork, and 

a short - rango network. 



9. (Canceled) The method of claim 1, wherein enabling the communication device 

through the second communication network to access an altemative n e twork controll e r 

enabling the communication device through the second communication network 
to access a default altemative network confroUor of a plurality of altemative network 
confroU e rs, 

wherein each of the plurality of alternative network confroUors oporably coupled 
to a corr e sponding communication n e twork of a plurality of communication n e tworks, 

the default altemative n e twork confroU e r is op e rably coupl e d to th e first 
communication network. 
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10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, furth e r comprising: A method in a 

communication system for providing an access by a communication device to a first 
communication network through a second communication network, the communication 
device having a First identification and supporting a cellular core network signaUng 
protocol of the first communication network, the method comprising: 
assigning a second identification to the communication device; 
enabling the communication device through the second communication network 
to access an alternative network controller, including enabling access to a default 
alternative network controller of a plurality of altemative network controllers, 
wherein each of the plurality of alternative network controllers is operably coupled to 
a corresponding communication network of a plurality of communication networks, 
and the defauh ahemative network controller is operably coupled to the first 
communication network; 

estabUshing communication between the communication device and the first 
communication network through the altemative network controller; 

associating the first identification of the communication device with the second 
identification of the communication device; 

selecting a preferred altemative network controller fi-om the plurality of 
ahemative network controllers based upon a predetermined condition by the default 
altemative network controller; 

establishing communication between the communication device and a preferred 
communication network operably coupled to the preferred altemative network controller 
through the preferred altemative network controller; and 

providing services directed to the first identification of the communication device 
to the second identification of the communication device. 
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1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the predetermined condition includes at 
least one of: 

the communication device being located outside of a coverage area of the first 
communication network; 

the communication device being located within a coverage area of the preferred 
communication network; 

the first communication network having a pre-arranged relationship with the 
preferred communication network; 

the preferred alternative network controller having a specific fimctionality 
requested by the communication device; and 

the defauh alternative network control reaching a traffic capacity. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 

receiving identification information of the second communication network by the 
first communication network upon assigning the second identification to the 
communication device; and 

associating the identification information of the second communication network 
with the first identification of the communication device. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the identification information of the 
second communication network includes at least one of: 

location information of the second communication network, 

a medium access control identification of the second communication network, 

a service set identifier of the second communication network, and 

an Internet Protocol address of the second communication network. 
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14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the predetermined condition includes at least 
one of: 

the second communication network being located outside of a coverage area of 
the first communication network; and 

the second communication network being located within a coverage area of the 
preferred communication network. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein establishing communication between the 
communication device and the preferred communication network comprises: 

converting a protocol of the second communication network into a cellular core 
network signaling protocol of the preferred communication network, and 

converting the cellular core network signaling protocol of the preferred 
communication network into the protocol of the second communication network. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein establishing communication between the 
communication device and the preferred cellular communication network includes setting 
up and controlling a tunnel between the communication device and the preferred 
ahemative network controller. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the second communication network is 
one of: 

an unlicensed communication network, 

a local area network, 

a wireless local area network 

a wideband network, 

an infrared network, and 

a short-range network. 
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18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: A method in a 

communication system for providing an access by a communication device to a first 
communication network through a second communication network, the communication 
device having a first identification and supporting a cellular core network signaling 
protocol of the first communication network, the method comprising: 

assigning a second identification to the communication device: 

enabling the communication device through the second communication network 
to access an alternative network controller: 

establishing communication between the communication device and the first 
communication network through the alternative network controller: and 
associating the first identification of the communication device with the second identification of 
the communication device: 

directing the communication device to access a preferred communication network 
from a plurality of communication networks operably coupled to the alternative 
communication controller based upon a predetermined condition; 

establishing communication between the communication device and the preferred 
communication network through the alternative network controller; and 

providing services directed to the first identification of the communication device 
to the second identification of the communication device. 
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19. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the predetermined condition includes at 
least one of: 

the communication device being located outside of a coverage area of the first 
communication network; 

the communication device being located within a coverage area of the preferred 
communication network; 

the first communication network having a pre-arranged relationship with the 
preferred communication network; 

the preferred communication network having a specific fimctionality requested by 
the communication device; and 

the first communication network reaching a traffic capacity through the 
alternative network controller. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 18, fiirther comprising: 

receiving identification information of the second communication network by the 
first communication network upon assigning the second identification to the 
communication device; and 

associating the identification information of the second communication network 
with the first identification of the communication device. 

2 1 . (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein the identification information of the 
second communication network includes at least one of: 

location information of the second communication network, 

a medium access control identification of the second conmiunication network, 

a service set identifier of the second communication network, and 

an Internet Protocol address of the second communication network. 
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22. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein the predetermined condition includes at 
least one of: 

the second communication network being located outside of a coverage area of 
the first communication network; and 

the second communication network being located within a coverage area of the 
preferred communication network. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein establishing communication between the 
communication device and the preferred communication network through the alternative 
network controller comprises: 

converting a protocol of the second communication network into a cellular core 
network signaling protocol of the preferred communication network, and 

converting the cellular core network signaling protocol of the preferred 
communication network into the protocol of the second communication network. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein establishing communication between the 
communication device and the preferred cellular communication network through the 
alternative network controller includes setting up and controlling a tunnel between the 
communication device and the alternative network controller. 

25 . (Original) The method of claim 1 8, wherein the second communication network is 
one of: 

an unlicensed communication network, 

a local area network, 

a wireless local area network 

a wideband network, 

an infrared network, and 
a short-range network. 
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26. (Canceled) A communication system configured to provide an alternate communication 
path, tho communication system comprising: 

a first communication network configur e d to support a first c e llular cor e n e twork 

signaling protocol; 

an alternative network controller coupled to the first communication network, the 
ahcmativo network controller configured to communicate with tho first communication 
network using th e first c e llular cor e n e twork signaling protocol; 

a second communication network coupled to tho alternative communication 
network, th e second communication n e twork configur e d to support a s e cond 
communication network protocol and to communicate with tho alternative network 
controller using the second communication network protocol; and 

a communication device coupled to the second communication network, the 
communication device having a first identification and configured to support the first 
cellular core network signaling protocol and tho second communication network protocol 
and to r e c e iv e a second id e ntification from th e s e cond communication n e twork, 

wherein tho alternative network controller is further configured to associate tho 
first id e ntification of th e communication d e vic e with th e s e cond id e ntification of th e 
communication device and to establish communication botwoon tho communication 
d e vic e and th e first communication n e twork through th e alt e rnativ e n e twork controll e r. 

27. (Canceled) The communication system of claim 26, wherein the second 
communication network is further configured to assign tho second identification to tho 
communication d e vic e in r e spons e to a r e qu e st from th e communication d e vic e to acc e ss 
the second communication network. 

28. (Canceled) The communication system of claim 26, wherein the alternative network 
controll e r is furth e r configured to provid e s e rvic e s dir e ct e d to th e first id e ntification of 
the communication device to the second identification of the communication device. 
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29. (Canceled) The communication system of claim 26, wherein the alternativ e network 

controller is further configured to roccivc identification information of the second 
communication network and to associate the identification information of the second 
communication network with the first identification of the communication device. 



30. (Canceled) The communication system of claim 29, wherein the identification 

information of th e s e cond communication n e twork includ e s at l e ast on e of: 
a unique identifier specific to the second communication network, 
location information of th e s e cond communication n e twork, 
a medium access control identification of the second communication network, 
a s e rvic e s e t id e ntifi e r of th e s e cond communication n e twork, and 
an Intomot Protocol address of the second communication network. 



3 1 . (Canceled) The communication system of claim 26, whoroin the alternative network 

controller furth e r compris e s a protocol conv e rt e r configur e d to conv e rt th e first c e llular 
communication core network signaling protocol into the second communication network 
protocol, and to conv e rt th e s e cond communication n e twork protocol into th e first 
cellular core network signaling protocols. 



32. (Canceled) The communication system of claim 26, whoroin the altomativo network 

controller further comprises a tunnel controller configured to set up, maintain, and 
control a tunnel between the commmication device and the altomativo network 
controll e r to e stablish communication b e tw ee n th e communication d e vic e and th e first 
communication network. 
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33. (Canceled) The communication system of claim 26, wh e r e in th e s e cond 

communication network is one of: 

an unlicensed communication n e twork, 

a local area network, 

a wir e l e ss local ar e a n e twork 

a wideband network, 

an infrar e d n e twork, and 
a short - range network. 
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